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(‘\Y R . Access to public officials js tightly con- . '

v ," “trolled. Altlmugh there are.exceptions, ... .
. By WILLIAM F. SCHMICK 3d- - appointments as a rule have to be-‘ @Zgr @
. " cleared through the Egyptian Ministry |- A West German néws agency, for ex~ -s
Rome. of Information, Ministry officials are c‘c-l ample, conducted it own survey and dig. |0 it ’""‘“” il

'NOT long ago. a Cairo-based reporter tremely polite but obviously have litgle  covered that out .ol roughly 60 letters” . o
UOI‘ a Western newspaper filed a story on . influence within the government, - Their;. sent between it and its home 0”“50’ 3b0“t AN
Hthe Sudan. He handed his copy to the! “We will call you” seldom pxoduces re~ 30 per cent never amved I

;Cmro cable office, fully realizing that it .sults. . T

i might be censored and neither he nor his';" ‘Western reporters are thus oficn forccd - East mows T S
editors would ever be told what dcletmns to rely on their Egyptlan compatriots © Other repgrte;q say thcxr mml is some-;

} were made., .. and, Western diplomals for analysis of - times opcnod -and that personal lctters.
E What he did not know was that the*'news, which most often comes through~ will arrive- with the envelopes- bragenly ,
‘slory was totally suppressed — that is, ‘Cairo’s official Middle Bast News nggmyi slit and pages bceasionally missing. The:

s never sent. Also never delivered, he later; or  the authontatwe newspapor. Al - reasons for this behavior are unclear. At} -

e m-

; discovered, were «cvcc? iner ca';mgly flmn- Ahram, ‘;he f\l/:'ary lﬁsit fit w‘vvo:xrll:'lnse(t:;;g to Elg(yj;l;i?atg R .
: tic cables from his cditors as king where: .| 'm ie i : e
"the story was. Another Western reporter . But, according to one British 1cp0rtex,|_ ‘heirarchy that Western reporters are not'l . S

“the Egyptian journalists are glowmgt 10 he tristed. - B

“in Cairo filed a routine story bhased oni,
«an official statement by a government f,‘:ll;(u?élsameffhg?{;e;cig, of whom thcy I"

“spokesman. The Bgyptian censor—appae. all
jently deciding the statement was unwise Oz underslands why when it is recall-}

In any case, the result is that m rcccnt
years the Western press ¢stablishment in”

4 that only weeks ago some 30 of thme # Cairo_has. dwindled while the Tastern’
' . - ed tha eks ¢ i a ‘
or ill-founded—changed it, but so. skill- Yournafists including the managing dir ec-| \ha;]]g"ﬂsrg‘;%gag% l;gcf:;e‘ims soven m"

Jfully that the reporter’s editor never “tor of the large daily, Al Akhbar, were: i

irealized the alteration and thus prmted ‘sacked as. pagrt of Z general shake-up ;i%ﬁ;lg:;nsgstih?:éggy th(?;ecchfsaks)i‘:l;(?; '

,am incorvect story, - Iovdered hy President Nasser. *: Poland,” Roimania, * North ‘Vietnam,; Reci#

k- Still another Western reporter recewedl Cairo’ reporters—like all Egyptian resi- Chlim ‘a nd Cuba. 'eéch Bt ite oWit: dots

- 7a cable from bis office requesting a story‘ dents—are afflicled by the government’ esmndenuﬂa% muﬂ a,%{ 4’ ﬁ,&m
Wous i [RNS 2R ST A

81 'p
ton “the successes of the Islamic summit; gharp censorship over incoming reading’ *
‘conference” (held two months ago). The | matter. Although a variety of Westem{ :
sreporter - subsequently discovered his of- | newspapers and manazines arrjve’ daily} G e T : .
tfice had actually requested a story on. i Cairo, they ave held up in the censor's o NRTTRTE o . SR

C the successes, and failures ./, .,\" bubi ofiice. They usually:appear three.or foury — . v 2.5 oL ' : o
i”“‘ Cairo. censor deleted the last. two: " days late, it at all, and sometimes with§ ="~
‘“ords ‘ o '_' . articles or full pages cut,out. o

S .The censorship -is elratxc _Copies . oE~
Slnctcr now than ever . Teme and Newsur))wk may -sometimes not®
* Censorship has always heen a recog- be on the stands; but the. ‘salesman can!
mzed hazard for reporters trymg to, usually ‘produce them for a price. Avd
‘cover the Middle East. To varying de-i there is one stand in Suleiman Paqhm
- grees and in differing ways it is applied ,"street in"downtown Cairo where the- Lnn—
:in all Arab countries -and in Israel. But ; ! don Evening News, a paper seldom seen {
Jong-time residents of Cairo say it has:, outside Britain, may be had. only a day. o
:never been stricter and — ‘as the ahove; date—also for a price.
iexamples show—never more treacherous Despite these barriers fo fully knowl-’(
Jor mor¢ ludicrous. . ot edgeable reporting, Cairo remains thei
+ The blue peneil is not the only weapon., 'most important Arab capital. One West=}
Correspondents are limited in where they ern reporter says the. correspondents:
can go, whom they can talk to 'and ‘what? there have come to recognize the tollow-4 L
they can read. : ’ ing unofficial guidelines: = . } '
. In all Egypt, the onIy areas now open 1. Any quotation from an official sourcea;
to reporters (and fourists, as well) are, must first have been carried by Lgypt’s:
© Cairo, the nomby I’yramlds at Giza, the' Middle East News Agency, a Cairo paper
P : | -or the staté-controlled radio.” 3
Mr. Srhmxcl\. chmr of The Sun’s Rome},' 2. Quotations from . any unorhclal!
Bureau, has recenfly been in Egypt and " source are suspect and may . be censorad

other Middle Eastern eountrjes, ~,'if they are critical or unflattermg to the ;
upper Niie cities of Luxor and Aswan aqd i ‘government, - ‘ 1
.the Mcditeranean port of Alexandrla* t= 8, It is unwise for a reporter to mjer'h

f But to get to Alexandria,, a reporter‘ "his own views—a policy that makes any,i
may not drive: along the direct Nile delta (. 801"1 of analysis reporting very difficult."s - -
road. The goverment apparently’ fears " 4 Any outgoing or incoming commum-{ ‘

1 catlons—whether news - reports, simpley -~
F he would pholograph or gather tnforma- |.:sefvice messages between a reporter ands

tion about the Egypuan air bases alongl his editors, or mail—are subject lo.

this road. . ! “blind" censorship—that is, alterations’ - .
i Instead,. a, repmtrr must, drwe the] or. deletions . of . which neither sender nor-

lonzcr mid} that doglegs t}%muah the |-, lecewet;l (lisitgkv}&cd :
desert, or lake the train, The Sues Can n, _additi EW !

Zone has héen offncxall P m{ﬁ f-:.c* §8- 01314R000300470002 0.
‘a number of. months now. /3 kR R qmail /18 someumes ppened and. censored»J -
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